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1
ELECTRICITY STORAGE DEVICE,
ELECTRICITY STORAGE CONTROL
METHOD, MANAGEMENT DEVICE,
MANAGEMENT METHOD, AND
ELECTRICITY STORAGE SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an electricity storage con-
trol device or the like which transmits charging rates of elec-
tricity storage devices to a management device that manages
electric power interchange between the electricity storage
devices.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, together with an electricity generation
device such a photovoltaic generation device, an electricity
storage device has been increasingly placed for each con-
sumer. The electricity storage device charges when an amount
of consumed electricity is smaller than an amount of gener-
ated electricity, and discharges when the amount of consumed
electricity is larger than the amount of generated electricity,
thereby enabling the consumer to efficiently use electricity
generated by the electricity generation device.

It is assumed that a storage battery such as a lithium-ion
battery is used as such an electricity storage device. The
storage battery such as the lithium-ion battery has character-
istics of deteriorating when charging or discharging exces-
sively. Thus, for instance, the charge or discharge of the
storage battery is managed so that a charging rate fails within
a certain range (e.g., 20% to 80%).

In view of the above, to keep the charging rate of the
storage battery in the certain range, a technique of performing
electric power interchange between consumers has been pro-
posed (e.g., refer to Patent Literature (PTL) 1). In the tech-
nique disclosed in PTL 1, the electric power interchange is
performed according to an amount of electricity stored in the
storage battery.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

[PTL 1]
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2006-288162

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, when the electric power interchange is per-
formed according to the amount of electricity stored in the
storage battery as in the technique disclosed in PTL 1, unnec-
essary electric power interchange may be performed.

Specifically, in the case where it is assumed, for example,
that a first consumer hardly consumes electricity (e.g., the
first consumer stays away from home due to travelling or the
like), when an amount of electricity charged in a storage
battery of the first consumer is small, electric power inter-
change from a storage battery of a second consumer to the
storage battery of the first consumer is performed. However,
subsequently, electricity generated by the first consumer is
stored into the storage battery of the first consumer, and thus
the amount of electricity stored in the storage battery of the
first consumer becomes excessive. As a result, electric power
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2

interchange from the storage battery of the first consumer to
a storage battery of a third consumer is further performed. In
other words, the electric power interchange is performed
beyond necessity, thereby increasing the number of times the
storage battery charges or discharges.

The present invention has been conceived to solve the
problem, and an object of the present invention is to provide
an electricity storage control device, a management device,
and an electricity storage control system that reduce occur-
rence of unnecessary electric power interchange when elec-
tric power interchange is performed between electricity stor-
age devices.

Solution to Problem

In order to achieve the object, an electricity storage control
device according to one aspect of the present invention is an
electricity storage control device that transmits a charging
rate of at least one of electricity storage devices to a manage-
ment device that manages electric power interchange
between the electricity storage devices, wherein the manage-
ment device refers to charge and discharge determining infor-
mation defining a charging rate at which charge and discharge
for electric power interchange are permitted and a charging
rate at which the charge and discharge are prohibited, and
allows electric power interchange between electricity storage
devices having the charging rate at which the charge and
discharge are permitted, the electricity storage control device
including: a charge information acquisition unit configured to
acquire the charging rate of'the at least one electricity storage
device as a first charging rate; a communication unit config-
ured to transmit the first charging rate to the management
device; and a control unit configured to cause the communi-
cation unit to transmit, instead of the first charging rate, a
second charging rate that the charge and discharge determin-
ing information defines as the charging rate at which the
charge and discharge are prohibited, when (a) the electricity
storage control device is operating in an operation mode that
prohibits at least one of the charge for electric power inter-
change and the discharge for electric power interchange and
(b) the charge and discharge determining information defines
the first charging rate as the charging rate at which the charge
and discharge are permitted.

With this configuration, when the electricity storage con-
trol device is operating in the operation mode that prohibits
the at least one of the charge for electric power interchange
and the discharge for electric power interchange, itis possible
to transmit, to the management device, the second charging
rate instead of the first charging rate obtained from the elec-
tricity storage device, the second charging rate being defined
as the charging rate at which the charge and discharge are
prohibited. In other words, when it is necessary to prohibit the
charge or discharge for electric power interchange, it is pos-
sible to prevent the charge or discharge for electric power
interchange from being instructed. In short, it is possible to
reflect an electricity consumption plan of each consumer in
the charge and discharge instruction for electric power inter-
change. Consequently, it is possible to reduce occurrence of
unnecessary electric power interchange.

Moreover, with the configuration, it is necessary to share
the prohibition of the charge or discharge for electric power
interchange with the management device. Stated differently,
it is possible to prevent the charge or discharge for the electric
power interchange using the charging rate to be transmitted to
the management device, without notifying the management
device of the electricity consumption plan of the consumer or



US 9,263,893 B2

3

the like. Thus, it is possible to protect privacy information of
the consumer such as a plan for long-term absence from
home.

Moreover, the control unit may cause the communication
unit to transmit the second charging rate instead of the first
charging rate when (a) the electricity storage control device is
operating in an operation mode that prohibits the charge for
electric power interchange, (b) the charge and discharge
determining information defines the first charging rate as the
charging rate at which the charge and discharge are permitted,
and (c) the first charging rate is less than a predetermined
threshold value.

With this configuration, it is possible to transmit the second
charging rate instead of the first charging rate when the first
charging rate is less than the predetermined threshold value.
To put it another way, when the first charging rate is higher
than or equal to the predetermined threshold value, it is pos-
sible to directly transmit the first charging rate even when the
first charging rate is the charging rate at which the charge and
discharge are permitted. Consequently, it is possible to dis-
charge for other electricity storage devices when the charging
rate is high, thereby allowing the electric power interchange
to be performed efficiently.

Moreover, the charge and discharge determining informa-
tion may define a first charge and discharge permitted range,
a charge and discharge prohibited range, and a second charge
and discharge permitted range, the first charge and discharge
permitted range may be a range of the charging rate at which
the charge and discharge for electric power interchange are
permitted, and is a range less than a first threshold value, the
charge and discharge prohibited range may be a range of the
charging rate at which the charge and discharge for electric
power interchange are prohibited, and is a range greater than
or equal to the first threshold value and less than a second
threshold value, and the second charge and discharge permit-
ted range may be a range of the charging rate at which the
charge and discharge for electric power interchange are per-
mitted, and is a range greater than or equal to the second
threshold value.

With this configuration, it is possible to set a range between
the first and second charge and discharge permitted range as
a charge and discharge prohibited range. In other words, it is
possible to set a range of a charging rate at which the elec-
tricity storage device deteriorates as the charge and discharge
permitted range, thereby reducing the deterioration of the
electricity storage device.

Moreover, the control unit may be further configured to
calculate the second charging rate so that a temporal variation
of'a charging rate to be transmitted to the management device
approximates a temporal variation of a charging rate of the at
least one electricity storage device that is already acquired.

With this configuration, it is possible to reduce a possibility
of'an operation mode being determined based on the temporal
variation of the charging rate. In short, it is possible to further
protect the privacy information of the consumer.

Moreover, the electricity storage control device may fur-
ther include a mode notification unit configured to notify a
user that the electricity storage control device is operating in
the operation mode.

With this configuration, it is possible to notify the user that
the electricity storage control device is operating in the opera-
tion mode that prohibits the charge for electric power inter-
change.

Moreover, the control unit may be further configured to
cause the communication unit to transmit a third charging rate
instead of the first and second charging rates so that a charging
rate to be transmitted to the management device varies
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smoothly when the electricity storage control device starts
operating in the operation mode.

With this configuration, when the electricity storage con-
trol device starts operating in the operation mode that prohib-
its the charge for electric power interchange, it is possible to
smoothly vary the charging rate to be transmitted to the man-
agement device. Thus, this prevents the charging rate to be
transmitted to the management device from intermittently
varying, thereby reinforcing the protection of the privacy
information of the consumer.

Moreover, the electricity storage control device may be
configured as an integrated circuit.

A management device according to another aspect of the
present invention is a management device that manages elec-
tric power interchange between electricity storage devices,
the management device including: a communication unit
configured to receive a charging rate of each of the electricity
storage devices; a selection unit configured to select, by refer-
ring to charge and discharge determining information defin-
ing a charging rate at which charge and discharge for electric
power interchange are permitted and a charging rate at which
the charge and discharge are prohibited, electricity storage
devices having the charging rate at which the charge and
discharge are permitted, from among the electricity storage
devices; and a management unit configured to cause the com-
munication unit to transmit charge and discharge instructing
information for causing, between the selected electricity stor-
age devices, electric power interchange from an electricity
storage device having a high charging rate to an electricity
storage device having a low charging rate.

With this configuration, it is possible to manage the electric
power interchange using the charging rate at which the charge
and discharge for electric power interchange are prohibited.
Thus, it is possible to reduce the occurrence of the unneces-
sary electric power interchange.

The management device may further include an update unit
configured to update the charge and discharge determining
information depending on the number of the electricity stor-
age devices having the charging rate at which the charge and
discharge are permitted, wherein the communication unit
may be configured to transmit the updated charge and dis-
charge determining information to the electricity storage con-
trol device.

With this configuration, it is possible to update the charge
and discharge determining information according to the num-
ber of the electricity storage devices having the charging rate
at which the charge and discharge for electric power inter-
change are permitted. Thus, for instance, when the number of
the electricity storage devices that can charge or discharge is
reduced, it is possible to decrease the charge prohibited range,
thereby ensuring the electric power interchange.

Moreover, the update unit may be configured to update the
charge and discharge determining information so that a
defined range of the charging rate at which the charge and
discharge are permitted increases, when the number of the
electricity storage devices having the charging rate at which
the charge and discharge are permitted is less than a threshold
value.

With this configuration, when the number of the electricity
storage devices having the charging rate at which the charge
and discharge for electric power interchange are permitted is
reduced, it is possible to increase the charge permitted range
defined in the charge and discharge determining information.
Thus, it is possible to increase the number of the electricity
storage devices that can charge or discharge, and ensure the
electric power interchange.
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Moreover, an electricity storage control system according
to still another aspect of the present invention includes the
electricity storage control device and the management device.

With this configuration. It is possible to produce the same
advantageous effects as those of the electricity storage control
device and the management device.

It is to be noted that the present invention is realized not
only as such an electricity storage control device or a man-
agement device but also as an electricity storage control
method or a management method having, as steps, operations
of the characteristics constituent elements included in the
electricity storage control device or the management device.
Moreover, the present invention can be implemented as a
computer program for causing a computer to execute the
respective characteristic steps included in the electricity stor-
age control method or the management method, in addition, it
goes without saying that such a computer program can be
distributed via a non-transitory recording medium such as a
CD-ROM (Compact Disc Read Only Memory) or a transmis-
sion medium such as the Internet.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

The present invention makes it possible to reduce occur-
rence of unnecessary electric power interchange when elec-
tric power interchange is performed between electricity stor-
age devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram for illustrating a usage example of an
electricity storage control system according to Embodiment 1
of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of the electricity storage control system according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of charge and
discharge determining information according to Embodiment
1 of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing an operation of an electricity
storage control device according to Embodiment 1 of the
present invention.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing an example of a temporal varia-
tion of an actual charging rate acquired by the electricity
storage control device according to Embodiment 1 of the
present invention, and an example of a temporal variation of
a charging rate to be transmitted to a management device.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing an operation of a manage-
ment device according to Embodiment 1 of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of an electricity storage control system according to
Embodiment 2 of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram for illustrating processing performed
by an update unit according to Embodiment 2 of the present
invention.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of an electricity storage control system according to
Embodiment 3 of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing a flow of charging rate
transmission processing performed by an electricity storage
control device 200 according to Embodiment 3 of the present
invention.

FIG. 11 is a graph showing an example of a temporal
variation of an actual charging rate acquired by the electricity
storage control device according to Embodiment 3 of the
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present invention, and an example of a temporal variation of
a charging rate to be transmitted to a management device.

FIG. 12 is a graph showing an example of a temporal
variation of an actual charging rate acquired by an electricity
storage control device according to a modification of the
present invention, and an example of a temporal variation of
a charging rate to be transmitted to a management device.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing a functional configu-
ration of an electricity storage control system according to an
aspect of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following describes embodiments of the present
invention with reference to the drawings.

Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 is a diagram for illustrating a usage example of an
electricity storage control system according to Embodiment 1
of'the present invention. An electricity storage control system
10 includes a management device 100, electricity storage
control devices 200, and electricity storage devices 300.

The management device 100 manages electric power inter-
change between the electricity storage devices 300 according
to charge and discharge determining information 210. Here, a
charging rate at which charge and discharge for electric power
interchange are permitted and a charging rate at which the
same is prohibited are defined in the charge and discharge
determining information 210. Thus, the management device
100 has, by referring to the charge and discharge determining
information 210, the electric power interchange performed
between electricity storage devices each having a charging
rate at which the charge and discharge for electric power
interchange are permitted.

It is to be noted that the electric power interchange means
supplying electricity stored in one electricity storage device
300 to another electricity storage device 300. To put it another
way, the electric power interchange is performed by causing
the electricity storage device 300 to discharge and the other
electricity storage device 300 to charge.

Each of the electricity storage control devices 200 is placed
for a corresponding one of consumers, and transmits a charg-
ing rate of a corresponding one electricity storage device 300
to the management device 100. The electricity storage control
device 200 is connected to at least one of the electricity
storage devices 300.

Each of the electricity storage devices 300 is placed for a
corresponding one of the consumers, and includes a storage
battery (a secondary battery) that can charge or discharge
electricity. The electricity storage device 300 discharges to
feed electricity to a load 600 or another electricity storage
device 300. In addition, the electricity storage device 300
receives electricity from an electricity generation device 400,
the other electricity storage device 300, a line, or the like, to
charge.

The electricity generation device 400 is placed for each of
the consumers. The electricity generation device 400 is, for
instance, a photovoltaic generation device, and feeds electric-
ity to the electricity storage device 300, the load 600, or the
like.

A distribution board 500 is placed for each consumer, and
includes a circuit breaker that breaks an electrical connection
between the load 600 and the electricity storage device 300 or
the electricity generation device 400.
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The load 600 is a device that consumes electricity such as
a television and an air conditioner, and is placed for each
consumer.

It is to be noted that the electricity storage control device
200 and the electricity storage device 300 are not necessarily
placed for each consumer. For example, the electricity storage
control device 200 and the electricity storage device 300 may
be placed for respective consumer groups each consisting of
consumers.

The following describes a functional configuration of the
electricity storage control system 10 with reference to FIGS.
2 and 3.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the functional configu-
ration of the electricity storage control system 10 according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 2,
the electricity storage control system 10 includes: a manage-
ment device 100 and an electricity storage control device 200
that are connected to each other via a network or the like; and
an electricity storage device 300.

First, the management device 100 is described below.

The management device 100 includes a communication
unit 101, a selection unit 102, a management unit 103, and a
charge and discharge determining information storage unit
104.

The communication unit 101 is a communication interface
for communicating with the electricity storage control device
200. Specifically, the communication unit 101 receives, from
each of electricity storage control devices 200, a charging rate
of'the electricity storage device 300 connected to the electric-
ity storage control device 200.

The selection unit 102 selects, from among electricity stor-
age devices 300, electricity storage devices 300 that enable
charge or discharge for electric power interchange, by refer-
ring to the charge and discharge determining information 210
based on the received charging rate. Stated differently, the
selection unit 102 selects the electricity storage devices 300
each having the charging rate at which the charge and dis-
charge for electric power interchange are permitted, by refer-
ring to the charge and discharge determining information
210.

The management unit 103 generates charge and discharge
instructing information for performing electric power inter-
change between the selected electricity storage devices 300.
Specifically, the management unit 103 generates the charge
and discharge instructing information so that the electricity
storage devices 300 do not deteriorate. For instance, the man-
agement unit 103 generates the charge and discharge instruct-
ing information so that the electric power interchange from an
electricity storage device having a high charging rate to an
electricity storage device having a low charging rate is per-
formed. The management unit 103 then transmits the gener-
ated charge and discharge instructing information to the elec-
tricity storage control device 200 via the communication unit
101.

The charge and discharge determining information storage
unit 104 stores the charge and discharge determining infor-
mation 210. For example, the charge and discharge determin-
ing information storage unit 104 stores the charge and dis-
charge determining information 210 in association with each
of the electricity storage control devices 200. Moreover, for
instance, the charge and discharge determining information
storage unit 104 may store the charge and discharge deter-
mining information 210 common to the electricity storage
control devices 200. It is to be noted that the charge and
discharge determining information 210 is described in detail
later with reference to FIG. 3.
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Next, the electricity storage control device 200 is described
below.

The electricity storage control device 200 includes a charge
information acquisition unit 201, a communication unit 202,
a control unit 203, a charge and discharge determining infor-
mation storage unit 204, a mode receiving unit 205, a mode
notification unit 206, and a mode management unit 207.

The charge information acquisition unit 201 acquires an
electricity storage rate of one of the electricity storage devices
300 as a first charging rate. Specifically, the charge informa-
tion acquisition unit 201 acquires the first charging rate from
the electricity storage device 300, for example, on a regular
basis.

The communication unit 202 is a communication interface
for communicating with the electricity storage control device
100. Specifically, the communication unit 202 transmits
either the first charging rate or a second charging rate to the
management device 100.

The control unit 203 causes the communication unit 202 to
transmit the second charging rate instead of the first charging
rate when (a) the electricity storage control device is operat-
ing in a mode that prohibits at least one of charge and dis-
charge for electric power interchange and (b) the first charg-
ing rate is defined as a charging rate at which charge and
discharge are permitted in the charge and discharge determin-
ing information 210.

Itis to be noted that the first charging rate is a charging rate
that the charge information acquisition unit 201 acquires
from the electricity storage device 300. The second charging
rate is a charging rate that is defined as a charging rate at
which charge and discharge are prohibited in the charge and
discharge determining information 210. In other words, the
second charging rate is a charging rate inducted in a charge
and discharge prohibited range that is described later.

Moreover, when receiving the charge and discharge
instructing information from the management device 100, the
control unit 203 controls the electricity storage device 300 so
that the electricity storage device 300 charges or discharges
according to the charge and discharge instructing informa-
tion. This achieves the electric power interchange between
the electricity storage devices.

The charge and discharge determining information storage
unit 204 stores the charge and discharge determining infor-
mation 210. To put it another way, the charge and discharge
determining information storage unit 204 stores the charge
and discharge determining information 210 in common with
the charge and discharge determining information stored in
the charge and discharge determining information storage
unit 104 of the management device 100. For instance, when
the charge and discharge determining information storage
unit 104 of the management device 100 stores the charge and
discharge determining information 210 in association with
each of the electricity storage control devices 200, the charge
and discharge determining information storage unit 204 of
the electricity storage control device 200 stores, among the
pieces of the charge and discharge determining information
210, charge and discharge determining information 210 that
is the same as the charge and discharge determining informa-
tion 210 corresponding to the electricity storage control
device 200. It is to be noted that the charge and discharge
determining information 210 is described in detail later with
reference to FIG. 3.

The mode receiving unit 205 receives, from a user, an
operation mode switching instruction for the electricity stor-
age control device 200. In this embodiment, an operation
mode includes a normal mode and a privacy mode. In other
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words, the mode receiving unit 205 receives an instruction to
switch to the normal mode or the privacy mode.

Here, the normal mode is a mode that permits charge for
electric power interchange. In contrast, the privacy mode is a
mode that prohibits discharge for electric power interchange.
Thus, the user may determine the operation mode in consid-
eration of an electricity consumption plan. For example,
when expecting that an amount of electricity consumption
would become smaller due to travelling or the like, the user
may switch the normal mode to the privacy mode via the
mode receiving unit 205.

The mode notification unit 206 notifies the user ofa current
operation mode. Specifically, the mode notification unit 206
notifies the user of whether the electricity storage control
device 200 is operating in the normal mode or the privacy
mode. For instance, the mode notification unit 206 turns on a
LED lamp corresponding to the current operation mode.
Moreover, for example, the mode notification unit 206 may
display information indicating the current operation mode on
a display unit (not shown).

The mode management unit 207 manages the current
operation mode. Specifically, the mode management unit 207
sets the current operation mode according to the instruction
that the mode receiving unit 205 has received from the user.
Moreover, the mode management unit 207 notifies the control
unit 203, the mode notification unit 206, and the like ofthe set
current operation mode.

Next, the electricity storage device 300 that is connected to
such an electricity storage control device 200 is described
below.

The electricity storage device 300 includes an electricity
storage unit 301 and a charging rate detection unit 302.

The electricity storage unit 301 is, for instance, a storage
battery (a secondary battery) such as a lithium-ion battery and
a sodium-sulfur battery.

The charging rate detection unit 302 detects a charging rate
of the electricity storage unit 301. Specifically, the charging
rate detection unit 302 detects the charging rate of the elec-
tricity storage unit 301 based on, for example, a previously
stored charge characteristics curve. The charging rate shows
a current amount of charge relative to the maximum charging
capacity of the electricity storage unit 301. Specifically, the
charging rate is calculated by the following equation.

charging rate=current amount of charge/maximum
charging capacityx100(%)

Next, the charge and discharge determining information
210 that is stored in the charge and discharge determining
information storage unit 104 and the charge and discharge
determining information storage unit 204 is described below
with reference to FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of the charge and
discharge determining information 210 according to Embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention.

The charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are permitted and the charging rate
at which the same is prohibited are defined in the charge and
discharge determining information 210. In other words, the
charge and discharge determining information 210 defines
whether or not the electricity storage device 300 is capable of
performing the charge or discharge for electric power inter-
change, by using the charging rates.

In this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3, charging rate
ranges (a charge required range 210a, a first charge and dis-
charge permitted range 2105, a charge and discharge prohib-
ited range 210c, a second charge and discharge permitted
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range 2104, and a discharge required range 210¢) are defined
in the charge and discharge determining information 210.

The charge required range 210a indicates a charging rate
range in which charge is required to reduce deterioration of
the electricity storage device 300. In other words, when
receiving a charging rate included in the charge required
range 210a, the management device 100 generates charge and
discharge instructing information for causing the electricity
storage device 300 to charge at the charging rate. It is to be
noted that the charge required range 210aq is defined as indi-
cating a range of more than 0% and less than 20% in FIG. 3.

The first charge and discharge permitted range 2105 indi-
cates a charging rate range in which charge and discharge of
the electricity storage device 300 are permitted. Stated differ-
ently, when receiving a charging rate included in the charge
required range 210a, the management device 100 generates
charge and discharge instructing information for causing the
electricity storage device 300 to charge or discharge at the
charging rate. It is to be noted that the first charge and dis-
charge permitted range 2105 is defined as indicating a range
of more than 20% and less than 45% (a first threshold value)
in FIG. 3.

The charge and discharge prohibited range 210c¢ is between
the first charge and discharge permitted range 2105 and the
second charge and discharge permitted range 210d. To put it
another way, when receiving a charging rate included in the
charge and discharge prohibited range 210c¢, the management
device 100 cannot generate charge and discharge instructing
information for causing the electricity storage device 300 to
charge or discharge at the charging rate. It is to be noted that
the charge and discharge prohibited range 210c¢ is defined as
indicating a range of more than 45% (the first threshold value)
and less than 55% (a second threshold value).

As with the first charge and discharge permitted range
2105, the second charge and discharge permitted range 2104
indicates a charging rate range in which the charge or dis-
charge of the electricity storage device 300 is permitted. It is
to be noted that the second charge and discharge permitted
range 210c¢ is defined as indicating a range of more than 55%
(the second threshold value) and less than 80% in FIG. 3.

The discharge required range 210e indicates a charging
rate range in which discharge is required to reduce the dete-
rioration of the electricity storage device 300. In other words,
when receiving a charging rate included in the discharge
required range 210e, the management device 100 generates
charge and discharge instructing information for causing the
electricity storage device 300 to discharge at the charging
rate. The discharge required range 210e is defined as indicat-
ing a range of more than 80% and less than 100% in FIG. 3.

It is to be noted that the charge and discharge determining
information 210 shown in FIG. 3 is an example, and is not
necessarily the information described above. For instance, the
charge required range 210a or the discharge required range
210e is not necessarily defined. Moreover, for example, only
one of the first charge and discharge permitted range 2105 and
the second charge and discharge permitted range 2104 may be
defined.

The following describes each of various operations per-
formed by the electricity storage control device 200 thus
configured.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing a flow of charging rate
transmission processing performed by the electricity storage
control device 200 according to Embodiment 1 of the present
invention.

First, the charge information acquisition unit 201 acquires
a charging rate of one of the electricity storage devices 300 as
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afirst charging rate (S101). Subsequently, the control unit 203
determines whether a current mode is a privacy mode or not
(S102).

Here, when it is determined that the current mode is the
privacy mode (Yes in S102), the control unit 203 determines
whether or not the acquired first charging rate is a charging
rate at which charge and discharge are permitted and which is
less than a predetermined threshold value (S103). Specifi-
cally, for instance, the control unit 203 determines, by refer-
ring to the charge and discharge determining information 210
shown in FIG. 3, whether or not the acquired charging rate is
less than the predetermined threshold value (55%) and is
included in the first charge and discharge permitted range
2105.

Here, when it is determined that the acquired charging rate
is the charging rate at which the charge and discharge are
permitted and which is less than the predetermined threshold
value (Yes in S103), the control unit 203 causes the commu-
nication unit 202 to transmit a second charging rate instead of
the first charging rate (S104). Stated differently, the commu-
nication unit 202 transmits, to the management device 100,
not the first charging rate acquired in step S101 but the second
charging rate (e.g., 45%) defined as the charging rate at which
the charge and discharge are prohibited.

In contrast, when it is determined that the current mode is
not the privacy mode (No in S102) or that the acquired first
charging rate is not the charging rate at which the charge and
discharge are permitted or which is less than the predeter-
mined threshold value (No in S103), the control unit 203
causes the communication unit 202 to transmit the first charg-
ing rate (S105). To put it another way, the communication unit
202 directly transmits the first charging rate acquired in step
S101 to the management device 100.

It is to be noted that such charging rate transmission pro-
cessing is performed periodically, for example. In other
words, the communication unit 202 periodically transmits,
either the first charging rate or the second charging rate to the
management device 100. Moreover, when the management
device 100 requests the transmission of the charging rate, the
charging rate transmission processing may be performed.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing an example of a temporal varia-
tion of an actual charging rate acquired by the electricity
storage control device according to Embodiment 1 of the
present invention, and an example of a temporal variation of
a charging rate to be transmitted to a management device. In
FIG. 5, the horizontal axis indicates a time, and the vertical
axis indicates a charging rate.

As shown in FIG. 5, during a period of time (time 0 to T1)
when the actual charging rate (the first charging rate) is
included in the first charge and discharge permitted range or
the charge required range, instead of the actual charging rate,
the second charging rate included in the charge and discharge
prohibited range is transmitted to the management device
100. It is to be noted that although the control unit 203 causes
the communication unit 202 to transmit, as the second charg-
ing rate, 45% that is the charging rate within the charge and
discharge prohibited range, it is not always necessary to trans-
mit a certain charging rate. For instance, the control unit 203
may randomly select a charging rate (from 45% to 55%) in the
charge and discharge prohibited range, and cause the com-
munication unit 202 to transmit the selected charging rate as
the second charging rate.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 5, when the actual charging
rate is higher than or equal to 55% though the current mode is
the privacy mode, the control unit 203 causes the communi-
cation unit 202 to directly transmit the actual charging rate. As
a result, for example, it is possible to sell electricity to other
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consumers without wasting electricity generated by the elec-
tricity generation device 400 during one’s absence.

The following describes each of various operations per-
formed by the management device 100.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing an operation of the manage-
ment device according to Embodiment 1 of the present inven-
tion.

First, the communication unit 101 receives a charging rate
of'the electricity storage device 300 from each of the electric-
ity storage control devices 200 (S201). Next, the selection
unit 102 selects, from among the electricity storage devices
300, electricity storage devices 300 each having a charging
rate at which charge and discharge for electric power inter-
change are permitted, by referring to the charge and discharge
determining information 210 stored in the charge and dis-
charge determining information storage unit 104 (S202).
Stated differently, the selection unit 102 selects the electricity
storage devices 300 for which a charging rate included in a
range other than the charge and discharge prohibited range
210c¢ is detected in the charge and discharge determining
information 210.

Then, the management unit 103 generates instruction
information for causing electric power interchange between
the selected electricity storage devices 300 (S203). Specifi-
cally, the management unit 103 generates charge and dis-
charge instructing information for causing the electric power
interchange from the electricity storage devices 300 having a
high charging rate to the electricity storage devices 300 hav-
ing a low charging rate.

For example, the management unit 103 generates charge
and discharge instructing information for causing the electric
power interchange from the electricity storage devices 300
having a charging rate included in the discharge required
range to the electricity storage devices 300 having a charging
rate included in the charge required range. Here, when the
number of the electricity storage devices 300 having the
charging rate included in the discharge required range is less
than the number of the electricity storage devices 300 having
the charging rate included in the charge required range, the
management unit 103 further generates charge and discharge
instructing information for causing electric power inter-
change from the electricity storage devices 300 having a
charging rate included in the second charge and discharge
permitted range to the electricity storage devices 300 having
a charging rate included in the charge required range. Con-
versely, when the number of the electricity storage devices
300 having the charging rate included in the charge required
range is less than the number of the electricity storage devices
300 having the charging rate included in the discharge
required range, the management unit 103 further generates
charge and discharge instructing information for causing
electric power interchange from the electricity storage
devices 300 having a charging rate included in the discharge
required range to the electricity storage devices 300 having a
charging rate included in the first charge and discharge per-
mitted range.

Finally, the management unit 103 transmits the charge and
discharge instructing information to the electricity storage
control device 200 connected to the electricity storage device
300 that is caused to charge or discharge (S204).

As stated above, the electricity storage control system 10
according to this embodiment makes it possible to transmit, to
the management device 100, the second charging rate defined
as the charging rate at which the charge and discharge are
prohibited instead of the First charging rate acquired from the
electricity storage device 300, when operating in the opera-
tion mode that prohibits the charge for electric power inter-
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change. In other words, when it is necessary to prohibit the
charge for the electric power interchange, it is possible to
prevent the management device 100 from causing the charge
for the electric power interchange. In short, it is possible to
reflect the electricity consumption plan of each consumer in
the charge and discharge instruction for electric power inter-
change. Consequently, it is possible to reduce occurrence of
unnecessary electric power interchange.

Moreover, the electricity storage control system 10 elimi-
nates the need for sharing the prohibition of the charge for the
electric power interchange with the management device 100.
Stated differently, it is possible to prevent the charge and
discharge for the electric power interchange using the charg-
ing rate to be transmitted to the management device 100,
without notifying the management device 100 of the electric-
ity consumption plan of the consumer or the like. Thus, it is
possible to protect privacy information of the consumer such
as a plan for long-term absence from home.

Furthermore, the electricity storage control system 10
makes it possible to transmit the second charging rate instead
of the first charging rate when the first charging rate is less
than the predetermined threshold value. To put it another way,
when the first charging rate is higher than or equal to the
predetermined threshold value, it is possible to directly trans-
mit the first charging rate even when the first charging rate is
the charging rate at which the charge and discharge are per-
mitted. Consequently, it is possible to discharge for other
electricity storage devices when the charging rate is high,
thereby allowing the electric power interchange to be per-
formed efficiently.

Moreover, it is possible to set the charging rate range in
which the electricity storage device 300 deteriorates as the
charge and discharge permitted range, by setting the range
between the first and second charge and discharge permitted
ranges as the charge and discharge prohibited range, thereby
reducing the deterioration of the electricity storage device
300.

Embodiment 2

A management device according to Embodiment 2 of the
present invention differs from the management device
according to Embodiment 1 mainly in that charge and dis-
charge determining information stored in a charge and dis-
charge determining information storage unit is updated. The
following describes an electricity storage control system
according to Embodiment 2 with reference to the drawings,
mainly centering around differences from Embodiment 1.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of an electricity storage control system 10 according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. It is to be noted that
hereinafter description of the same constituent elements as
the constituent elements shown in FIG. 2 is omitted.

As shown in FIG. 7, a management device 100 includes an
update unit 105 in addition to the constituent elements shown
in FIG. 2.

The update unit 105 updates charge and discharge deter-
mining information 210 depending on the number of electric-
ity storage devices 300, among the electricity storage devices
300, that permit charge or discharge for electric power inter-
change. Specifically, the update unit 105 updates the charge
and discharge determining information 210 stored in the
charge and discharge determining information storage unit
104 so that, for instance, a charge and discharge prohibited
range 210c defined in the charge and discharge determining
information 210 decreases as the number of the electricity
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storage devices 300 that permit the charge or discharge for the
electric power interchange decreases.

Moreover, for example, the update unit 105 may adjust a
first charge and discharge permitted range 2105, a charge and
discharge prohibited range 210c¢, and a second charge and
discharge permitted range 210d so that the number of the
electricity storage devices 300 selected by the selection unit
102 is greater than or equal to a certain number.

Furthermore, for instance, when the number of the elec-
tricity storage devices 300 having a charging rate at which
charge and discharge are permitted is less than a threshold
value, the update unit 105 may update the charge and dis-
charge determining information 210 so that a defined range of
the charging rate at which the charge and discharge are per-
mitted increases.

When the charge and discharge determining information
210 stored in the charge and discharge determining informa-
tion storage unit 104 is updated as above, the communication
unit 101 transmits the updated charge and discharge deter-
mining information 210 to each of the electricity storage
control devices 200. It is to be noted that when receiving the
updated charge and discharge determining information 210,
the electricity storage control device 200 stores the received
charge and discharge determining information 210 into the
charge and discharge determining information storage unit
204.

FIG. 8 is a diagram for illustrating processing performed
by the update unit 105 according to Embodiment 2 of the
present invention.

When the number of the selected electricity storage devices
300 is less than the certain number, the update unit 105
updates charge and discharge determining information 210 as
shown in (a) in FIG. 8 with charge and discharge determining
information 210 as shown in (b) in FIG. 8. In other words, the
update unit 105 updates the charge and discharge determining
information 210 so that the charge and discharge prohibited
range decreases and the first and second charge and discharge
permitted ranges increase.

As described above, the electricity storage control system
10 according to this embodiment makes it possible to reduce
occurrence of inefficient electric power interchange due to the
decrease in the number of the electricity storage devices 300
that can charge or discharge.

It is to be noted that the update unit 105 may update the
charge and discharge determining information 210 stored in
the charge and discharge determining information storage
unit 104 so that, for example, the charge and discharge pro-
hibited range 210c¢ defined in the charge and discharge deter-
mining information 210 increases as the number of the elec-
tricity storage devices 300 that can charge or discharge for
electric power interchange increases.

Embodiment 3

An electricity storage control device according to Embodi-
ment 3 of the present invention differs from the electricity
storage control device according to Embodiment 1 mainly in
that a second charging rate is calculated so that a temporal
variation of a charging rate to be transmitted to a management
device approximates a temporal variation of a past charging
rate of an electricity storage device. The following describes
an electricity storage control system according to Embodi-
ment 3 with reference to the drawings, mainly centering
around differences from Embodiment 1.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of an electricity storage control system 10 according to
Embodiment 3 of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 9,
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the electricity storage control system 10 according to this
embodiment includes a charge information storage unit 208
in addition to the constituent elements shown in FIG. 2.

The charge information storage unit 208 stores charging
rates previously acquired by the charge information acquisi-
tion unit 201. Stated differently, the charge information stor-
age unit 208 stores temporal variations of a charging rate of
the electricity storage device 300 that is acquired previously
and a charging rate to be transmitted to the management
device 100.

When transmitting a second charging rate instead of a first
charging rate to the management device 100, the control unit
203 calculates the second charging rate so that the temporal
variation of the charging rate to be transmitted to the man-
agement device 100 approximates the temporal variation of
the charging rate of the electricity storage device 300 that is
acquired previously.

The following describes each of various operations per-
formed by the electricity storage control device 200 thus
configured.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing a flow of charging rate
transmission processing performed by the electricity storage
control device 200 according to Embodiment 3 of the present
invention. It is to be noted that in FIG. 10 the same reference
signs are assigned to the same steps as the steps shown in FIG.
4, and description thereof is omitted.

When the acquired first charging rate is the charging rate at
which the charge and discharge are permitted and which is
less than the predetermined threshold value (Yes in S103), the
control unit 203 calculates a second charging rate so that a
temporal variation of a charging rate to be transmitted to the
management device 100 approximates a temporal variation of
a charging rate of the electricity storage device 300 that is
acquired previously (S301).

The communication unit 202 transmits the calculated sec-
ond charging rate to the management device 100 (S302).

FIG. 11 is a graph showing an example of a temporal
variation of an actual charging rate acquired by the electricity
storage control device 200 according to Embodiment 3 of the
present invention, and an example of a temporal variation of
a charging rate to be transmitted to the management device
100.

For instance, at time T2, the control unit 203 estimates a
time required for the actual charging rate (the first charging
rate) to reach 55%, based on a rate of change of the actual
charging rate. Then, the control unit 203 extracts, from tem-
poral variations of past charging rates stored in the charge
information storage unit 208, a temporal variation in which a
current charging rate has changed from 45% to 55% for the
estimated time. The control unit 203 calculates the second
charging rate according to the temporal variation thus
extracted. As a result, as shown in FIG. 11, the temporal
variation of the charging rate to be transmitted to the man-
agement device 100 appears natural.

As described above, the electricity storage control system
10 according to this embodiment makes it possible to transmit
the second charging rate that is calculated so that the temporal
variation of the charging rate to be transmitted to the man-
agement device 100 approximates the temporal variation of
the past charging rate, when the second charging rate is trans-
mitted instead of'the first charging rate. To put it another way,
the temporal variation of the charging rate to be received by
the management device 100 appears natural, and thus it is
possible to reduce a possibility of an operation mode being
determined based on the temporal variation of the charging
rate. In short, it is possible to further protect the privacy
information of the consumer.
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Although the electricity storage control system 10 accord-
ing to one aspect of the present invention has been described
above based on the embodiments, the present invention is not
limited to the embodiments. Various modifications to the
embodiments and forms constructed by combining constitu-
ent elements of different embodiments are intended to be
within the scope of the present invention, the various modi-
fications and the forms not departing from the essence of the
present invention and being conceived by those skilled in the
art.

Although the privacy mode is the operation mode that
prohibits the charge for electric power interchange in
Embodiments 1 to 3, the privacy mode may be, for example,
an operation mode that prohibits discharge for electric power
interchange. In addition, the privacy mode may be, for
instance, an operation mode that prohibits charge and dis-
charge for electric power-interchange.

Moreover, although the charge required range 210a and the
discharge required range 210e are defined in the charge and
discharge determining information 210 in Embodiments 1 to
3, these ranges are not necessarily defined. In addition, only
one of the first charge and discharge permitted range 2105 and
the second charge and discharge permitted range 2104 may be
defined in the charge and discharge determining information
210.

Furthermore, although the second charging rate is trans-
mitted instead of the first charging rate when the first charging
rate is less than the predetermined threshold value in Embodi-
ments 1 to 3, the second charging rate may be transmitted
when the first charging rate is greater than or equal to the
predetermined threshold value.

Moreover, although the mode receiving unit 205 receives
the operation mode switching instruction from the user in
Embodiments 1 to 3, the mode receiving unit 205 does not
necessarily receive the operation mode switching instruction
from the user. For example, the mode management unit 207
may automatically switch the operation mode based on the
acquired first charging rate. Specifically, the mode manage-
ment unit 207 may automatically switch the operation mode
to the normal mode when, for instance, a predetermined
charging rate is not reached within a predetermined time since
the operation mode is switched to the privacy mode. In addi-
tion, for example, the mode management unit 207 may switch
the operation mode to the privacy mode with timing when a
front door is locked, in conjunction with a home security
system. Alternatively, the mode management unit 207 may
perform ON/OFF control of the privacy mode via a network
from the outside of home.

Itis to be noted that in the case where the first charging rate
is acquired even when the electricity storage control device
starts operating in the privacy mode, the second charging rate
is transmitted instead of the first charging rate in Embodi-
ments 1 to 3. However, in the case where the second charging
rate is transmitted as above, a charging rate to be transmitted
to the management device intermittently varies when the
electricity storage control device starts operating in the pri-
vacy mode. As a result, the temporal variation of the charging
rate appears unnatural, and thus there is a possibility of leak-
ing the privacy information of the consumer such as the plan
for long-term absence from home.

In view of the above, as shown in FIG. 12, when the
electricity storage control device starts operating in the pri-
vacy mode, the control unit 203 may cause the communica-
tion unit 202 to transmit a third charging rate instead of the
first and second charging rates so that the charging rate to be
transmitted to the management device 100 varies smoothly.
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This prevents the charging rate to be transmitted to the man-
agement device 100 from intermittently varying when the
electricity storage control device starts operating in the pri-
vacy mode, thereby reinforcing the protection of the privacy
information of the consumer.

It is to be noted that the temporal variation of the charging
rate shown in FIG. 12 is an example, and it is not always
necessary to transmit the charging rate shown in FIG. 12. For
instance, when the electricity storage control device starts
operating in the privacy mode, the control unit 203 may cause
the communication unit 202 to transmit a charging rate ran-
domly selected from among charging rates within a predeter-
mined range. This prevents the charging rate from varying
monotonously. Thus, it is possible to further reduce a possi-
bility that the temporal variation of the charging rate to be
transmitted to the management device 100 appears unnatural.

It is to be noted that although the electricity variation when
the charging rate is increasing is described in FIG. 12, the
communication unit 202 may be caused to also transmit the
third charging rate so that the charging rate to be transmitted
to the management device 100 varies smoothly, when the
charging rate is decreasing. In addition, although the case
where the privacy mode is turned ON is described in FIG. 12,
the control unit 203 may cause, for instance, the communi-
cation unit 202 to also transmit the charging rate so that the
charging rate to be transmitted to the management device 100
varies smoothly, when the privacy mode is turned OFF.

Moreover, the management device 100 and the electricity
storage control device 200 included in the electricity storage
control system 10 do not necessarily include all the constitu-
ent elements shown in FIG. 2. The electricity storage control
system 10 may have, for example, a configuration as shown in
FIG. 13.

In FIG. 13, the management device 100 includes the com-
munication unit 101, the selection unit 102, and the manage-
ment unit 103. The electricity storage control device 200
includes the charge information acquisition unit 201, the
communication unit 202, and the control unit 203. Even when
the management device 100 and the electricity storage control
device 200 have such configurations, the electricity storage
control device 200 makes it possible to reflect an electricity
consumption plan of each consumer in a charge and discharge
instruction for electric power interchange without sharing the
prohibition of the charge and discharge for electric power
interchange with the management device 100. Consequently,
it is possible to reduce the occurrence of the unnecessary
electric power interchange.

Moreover, part or all of the constituent elements included
in the management device 100 or the electricity storage con-
trol device 200 in Embodiments 1 to 3 may be configured
from a single system Large Scale Integration (L.SI). For
instance, the electricity storage control device 200 may be
configured from a system LSI including the charge informa-
tion acquisition unit 201, the communication unit 202, and
the control unit 203.

The system L.S1 is a super multi-function LSI that is manu-
factured by integrating multiple constituent elements in one
chip, and is specifically a computer system which is config-
ured by including a microprocessor, a Read Only Memory
(ROM), a Random Access Memory (RAM), and so on. A
computer program is stored in the RAM. The microprocessor
accomplishes its functions through the operation of the
microprocessor in accordance with the computer program.

Although a system LSI is mentioned here, the integrated
circuit can also be called an IC, an LSI, a super L.SI, and an
ultra LSI, depending on differences in the degree of integra-
tion. Furthermore, the method of circuit integration is not
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limited to LSIs, and implementation through a dedicated
circuit or a general-purpose processor is also possible. A Field
Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) which allows program-
ming after L.SI manufacturing or a reconfigurable processor
which allows reconfiguration of the connections and settings
of' the circuit cells inside the LSI may also be used.

In addition, depending on the emergence of circuit integra-
tion technology that replaces LSI due to progress in semicon-
ductor technology or other derivative technology, it is obvious
that such technology may be used to integrate the function
blocks. Possibilities in this regard include the application of
biotechnology and the like.

It is to be noted that the present invention can be imple-
mented not only as an electricity storage control device or a
management device including the characteristic processing
units as described herein but also as an electricity storage
control method or a management method including, as steps,
the characteristic processing units included in the electricity
storage control device or the management device. Moreover,
the present invention can be implemented as a computer
program for causing a computer to execute the respective
characteristic steps included in the electricity storage control
method or the management method. In addition, it goes with-
out saying that such a computer program can be distributed
via a non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
such as a CD-ROM or via a communication network such as
the Internet.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention is useful as an electricity storage
control device, a management device, or an electricity storage
control system for efficiently performing electric power inter-
change between electricity storage devices.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10 Electricity storage control system

100 Management device

101, 202 Communication unit

102 Selection unit

103 Management unit

104, 204 Charge and discharge determining information
storage unit

105 Update unit

200 Electricity storage control device

201 Charge information acquisition unit

203 Control unit

205 Mode receiving unit

208 Mode notification unit

207 Mode management unit

210 Charge and discharge determining information

300 Electricity storage device

301 Electricity storage unit

302 Charging rate detection unit

400 Electricity generation device

500 Distribution board

600 Load

The invention claimed is:

1. An electricity storage control device that transmits a
charging rate of at least one of electricity storage devices to a
management device that manages electric power interchange
between the electricity storage devices,

wherein the management device refers to charge and dis-

charge determining information defining a charging rate
at which charge and discharge for electric power inter-
change are permitted and a charging rate at which the
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charge and discharge are prohibited, and allows electric
power interchange between electricity storage devices
having the charging rate at which the charge and dis-
charge are permitted,

the electricity storage control device comprising:

a charge information acquisition unit configured to acquire
the charging rate of the at least one electricity storage
device as a first charging rate;

a communication unit configured to transmit the first
charging rate to the management device; and

a control unit configured to cause the communication unit
to transmit, instead of the first charging rate, a second
charging rate that the charge and discharge determining
information defines as the charging rate at which the
charge and discharge are prohibited, when (a) the elec-
tricity storage control device is operating in an operation
mode that prohibits at least one of the charge for electric
power interchange and the discharge for electric power
interchange and (b) the charge and discharge determin-
ing information defines the first charging rate as the
charging rate at which the charge and discharge are
permitted.

2. The electricity storage control device according to claim

15

wherein the control unit is configured to cause the commu-
nication unit to transmit the second charging rate instead
of'the first charging rate when (a) the electricity storage
control device is operating in an operation mode that
prohibits the charge for electric power interchange, (b)
the charge and discharge determining information
defines the first charging rate as the charging rate at
which the charge and discharge are permitted, and (¢) the
first charging rate is less than a predetermined threshold
value.

3. The electricity storage control device according to claim

15

wherein the charge and discharge determining information
defines a first charge and discharge permitted range, a
charge and discharge prohibited range, and a second
charge and discharge permitted range,

the first charge and discharge permitted range is a range of
the charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are permitted, and is a range
less than a first threshold value,

the charge and discharge prohibited range is a range of the
charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are prohibited, and is a range
greater than or equal to the first threshold value and less
than a second threshold value, and

the second charge and discharge permitted range is a range
of'the charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are permitted, and is a range
greater than or equal to the second threshold value.

4. The electricity storage control device according to claim

15

wherein the control unit is further configured to calculate
the second charging rate so that a temporal variation of a
charging rate to be transmitted to the management
device approximates a temporal variation of a charging
rate of the at least one electricity storage device that is
already acquired.

5. The electricity storage control device according to claim

1, further comprising

amode notification unit configured to notify a user that the
electricity storage control device is operating in the
operation mode.
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6. The electricity storage control device according to claim

wherein the control unit is further configured to cause the
communication unit to transmit a third charging rate
instead of the first and second charging rates so that a
charging rate to be transmitted to the management
device varies smoothly when the electricity storage con-
trol device starts operating in the operation mode.

7. The electricity storage control device according to claim

wherein the electricity storage control device is configured
as an integrated circuit.

8. An electricity storage control system comprising:

the electricity storage control device according to claim 1;
and

a management device that manages electric power inter-
change between electricity storage devices,

wherein the management device includes:

a communication unit configured to receive a charging rate
of each of the electricity storage devices;

a selection unit configured to select, by referring to charge
and discharge determining information defining a charg-
ing rate at which charge and discharge for electric power
interchange are permitted and a charging rate at which
the charge and discharge are prohibited, electricity stor-
age devices having the charging rate at which the charge
and discharge are permitted, from among the electricity
storage devices; and

amanagement unit configured to cause the communication
unit to transmit charge and discharge instructing infor-
mation for causing, between the selected electricity stor-
age devices, electric power interchange from an electric-
ity storage device having a first charging rate to an
electricity storage device having a second charging rate
lower than the first charging rate.

9. A management device that manages electric power inter-

change between electricity storage devices, the management
device comprising:
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a communication unit configured to receive a charging rate
of each of the electricity storage devices;

a selection unit configured to select electricity storage
devices having a charging rate at which the harge and
discharge for electric power interchange are permitted,
from among the electricity storage devices, by referring
to charge and discharge determining information defin-
ing the charging rate at which the charge and discharge
are permitted and a charging rate at which the charge and
discharge are prohibited;

amanagement unit configured to cause the communication
unit to transmit charge and discharge instructing infor-
mation for causing, between the selected electricity stor-
age devices, electric power interchange from an electric-
ity storage device having a first charging rate to an
electricity storage device having a second charging rate
lower than the first charging rate; and

an update unit configured to update the charge and dis-
charge determining information depending on the num-
ber of the electricity storage devices having the charging
rate at which the charge and discharge are permitted,

wherein the charge and discharge determining information
defines a first charge and discharge permitted range, a
charge and discharge prohibited range, and a second
charge and discharge permitted range,

the first charge and discharge permitted range is a range of
the charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are permitted, and is a range
less than a first threshold value,
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the charge and discharge prohibited range is a range of the
charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are prohibited, and is a range
greater than or equal to the first threshold value and less
than a second threshold value,
the second charge and discharge permitted range is a range
of'the charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are permitted, and is a range
greater than or equal to the second threshold value, and

the communication unit is configured to transmit the
updated charge and discharge determining information
to an electricity storage control device.

10. The management device according to claim 9,

wherein the update unit is configured to update the charge

and discharge determining information so that a defined
range of the charging rate at which the charge and dis-
charge are permitted increases, when the number of the
electricity storage devices having the charging rate at
which the charge and discharge are permitted is less than
a threshold value.

11. An electricity storage control method for transmitting a
charging rate of at least one of electricity storage devices to a
management device that manages electric power interchange
between the electricity storage devices,

wherein the management device refers to charge and dis-

charge determining information defining a charging rate
at which charge and discharge for electric power inter-
change are permitted and a charging rate at which the
charge and discharge are prohibited, and allows electric
power interchange between electricity storage devices
having the charging rate at which the charge and dis-
charge are permitted,

the electricity storage control method comprising:

acquiring the charging rate of the at least one electricity

storage device as a first charging rate; and

transmitting the first charging rate to the management

device,

wherein, in the transmitting, instead of the first charging

rate, a second charging rate that the charge and discharge
determining information defines as the charging rate at
which the charge and discharge are prohibited is trans-
mitted to the management device, when (a) the electric-
ity storage control device is operating in an operation
mode that prohibits at least one of the charge for electric
power interchange and the discharge for electric power
interchange and (b) the charge and discharge determin-
ing information defines the first charging rate as the
charging rate at which the charge and discharge are
permitted.
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12. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having a program recorded thereon for causing a computer to
execute the electricity storage control method according to
claim 11.

13. A management method for managing electric power
interchange between electricity storage devices, the manage-
ment method comprising:

receiving a charging rate of each of the electricity storage

devices;
selecting electricity storage devices having a charging rate
at which charge and discharge for electric power inter-
change are permitted, from among the electricity storage
devices, by referring to charge and discharge determin-
ing information defining the charging rate at which the
charge and discharge are permitted and a charging rate at
which the charge and discharge are prohibited;

transmitting charge and discharge instructing information
for causing, between the selected electricity storage
devices, electric power interchange from an electricity
storage device having a first charging rate to an electric-
ity storage device having a second charging rate lower
than the first charging rate; and

updating the charge and discharge determining informa-

tion depending on the number of the electricity storage
devices having the charging rate at which the charge and
discharge are permitted,

wherein the charge and discharge determining information

defines a first charge and discharge permitted range, a
charge and discharge prohibited range, and a second
charge and discharge permitted range,

the first charge and discharge permitted range is a range of

the charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are permitted, and is a range
less than a first threshold value,
the charge and discharge prohibited range is a range of the
charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are prohibited, and is a range
greater than or equal to the first threshold value and less
than a second threshold value,
the second charge and discharge permitted range is a range
of the charging rate at which the charge and discharge for
electric power interchange are permitted, and is a range
greater than or equal to the second threshold value, and

the management method further comprises transmitting
the updated charge and discharge determining informa-
tion to an electricity storage control device.

14. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having a program recorded thereon for causing a computer to
execute the management method according to claim 13.

#* #* #* #* #*



